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By Bruce Peters, DO, FACOP, FAAP

During the upcoming AOA national 
convention in Orlando, Florida, the Na-
tional Osteopathic Medical Association 
(NOMA) will be offering a community 
health fair at the Orlando Union Rescue 
Mission on Saturday, October 22, 2005 
from 10:00 am – 2:00 pm.  NOMA, with 
support from the American College of 
Osteopathic Pediatricians (ACOP) and 
other local organizations, will be provid-
ing health education and health screening 
at one of Orlando’s largest homeless shel-
ters, the Orlando Union Rescue Mission.  
Although most services will be geared 
toward the local homeless population, any 
underserved members of the community 
will be welcomed to take advantage of this 
opportunity.

We are hoping to provide lots of health 
education, blood pressure and other health 
screenings, immunizations through the 
local health department, and many other 
services from a variety of different orga-
nizations.  Some of our goals during this 
health fair include creating opportunities 
for medical houses for anyone that needs 
them, raising health awareness, and teach-
ing people how to advocate for their own 
health and other services that they need.

Over 45 million people have no ad-
equate health care coverage.  Over half of 
these individuals are children with poor ac-
cess to health care, no medical home, poor 
nutrition, and overall poor health which 
puts them at risk for increased morbidity 
and mortality.  The sad part is that this can 
be prevented with adequate quality health 
care coverage and a good medical home 
which primary care providers and pediatri-
cians provide.

NOMA is a strong advocate for increas-
ing access to health care and establishing 
a medical home for everyone, especially 
the underserved.  It is also strongly behind 
decreasing health disparities that pull re-
sources from the underserved populations.  
NOMA, along with the ACOP, is in favor of 
improving quality of health care to children, 
establishing medical homes for children, 
removing any environmental or other social 
constraints that limit the growth and devel-
opment of children and keeps them from 
reaching their fullest potential in life.

Local	Community	Health	Fair	During	AOA	
Convention	in	Orlando,	October	2005

The Orlando Union Rescue Mission 
Community Health Fair is open to the gen-
eral public and Orlando’s homeless commu-
nity.  Along with NOMA and ACOP, other 

You are invited to attend

“Pay for Performance and Quality Trends” 

by Alice Gosfi eld, JD and Richard J. Snow, DO, MPH

October 23, 2005 from 1:00-3:30 pm

Orlando Convention Center – Auditorium

organizations, local businesses, churches, 
and members of the Orlando community 
will be assisting in this endeavor to impact 
as many people as possible on that day.  The 
month of October has been designated as 
“Child Health Month” and is a wonderful 
time to give back to the community and 
raise health awareness, increase access to 
health care, and do what we can to decrease 
health disparities for the underserved while 
attending the AOA annual convention.

Contact Information:  

Orlando Union Rescue Mission
Ms. Cortecia Boyd
Volunteer Coordinator
1521 W. Washington Street
Orlando, Florida 32805
(407) 422-4855 ext. 116

LeeDawn Carpenter
Director of Public Relations
407-422-4855 ext. 116

The	program	will	feature:
• The fundamental models of pay for 

performance
• Strategies for approaching payors
• The relationship of pay for perfor-

mance and managed care contracts

You will also learn how the AOA’s 
Clinical Assessment Program (CAP) can 
help prepare osteopathic physicians for 
participation in pay for performance 
programs.

The program is sponsored by the 
American Osteopathic Association 

Committee on Socio-economic Affairs 
and Bureau of Osteopathic Clinical 
Education and Research, the Council of 
Young Physicians, American College of 
Family Physicians, American College 
of Osteopathic Internists, American 
College of Osteopathic Pediatricians, 
the American College of Osteopathic 
Neurologists and Psychiatrists and 
the Osteopathic Academy of Medical 
Informatics.

The AOA anticipates being ap-
proved for 2.5 hours of Category 1A 
CME credits pending approval by the 
AOA CCME.




